
 

 

LEGISLATOR OUTREACH TEMPLATES 

We are asking you to email and/or call the legislators you know to support Great Neighborhoods, a bill to 

reform our zoning reform laws at the state level. You won’t need to discuss the specifics in the bill, but 

convey that these issues are a priority for you and should be a priority for the legislature this term.  (For 

supporters who have special knowledge, e.g., as planners, environmentalists, public health professionals, 

etc, please feel free to add what you know about the bill and the outcomes you desire.)  Although we 

have slightly different bill versions in the House and the Senate, our general message for both is the same.  

Please let us know what you hear! 

SCRIPT FOR PHONE CALL: HOUSE AND SENATE 

I am calling to ask that you support the Great Neighborhoods legislation that would reform our zoning, 

planning and subdivision laws.  

We need communities that work for families and seniors.  Communities where young families and 

seniors have housing choices, places that are walkable and that preserve open space.  This bill will help 

us get there.  I think that taking action on these issues should be a priority for the legislature this year. 

Can I count on your support for the Great Neighborhoods legislation that would make those outcomes 

more likely?   

There are two bills, with slightly different approaches. House 2420, filed by Representatives Stephen 

Kulik and Sarah Peake?  (Now in the Joint Committee on Municipalities and Regional Government.)  

Senate 81, filed by Senator Harriette Chandler.  (Now in the Community Development Committee.) 

[If yes:  Thank you!  Will you communicate with House (or Senate) leadership and House (or 

Senate) chair of these committees that you support this legislation? 

[If unfamiliar with legislation or want more information about the bill: I will get more 

information to you, but for now, do you agree that these issues should be a priority for the 

legislature this term?  (You can also provide as much information on the bill as you feel 

comfortable with and, in any event, please relay any questions/comments to us.]  

[If no or express concerns:  Thank you for sharing that.  I’ll let the Great Neighborhoods 

coalition know about that concern and see if they can provide information on that issue.  

[Please relay the concerns to us.] 

TEMPLATE FOR EMAIL: HOUSE 

I am writing to ask that you support the Great Neighborhoods legislation filed by Representatives 

Stephen Kulik and Sarah Peake (House 2420, and titled “Building for the future of the Commonwealth”).  

I want the bill to be a high priority for the legislature this year.  

We need communities that work for families and seniors.  Communities where young families and 

seniors have housing choices, places that are walkable and that preserve open space.  This bill will 



 

 

support great neighborhoods like that by reforming our zoning, planning and subdivision laws.  

I know that every year the legislature must choose what issues are priorities.  These issues are urgent.  

Every day, the high cost of housing is hurting young people we need for our economy and making it hard 

for seniors to stay in their homes and neighborhoods.  Every day, sprawl is eating up our land and 

adding more cars to the roads.  Please make these issues a priority for you and the legislature!  

If you agree with me, I’m asking that you do two things: 

● Contact Representative James O’Day, House chair of the Joint Committee on Municipalities and 

Regional Government, and please tell him these issues (and this bill) is a priority for you.  

Although Chairman O’Day understands the importance of these issues, it will help him to know 

that his colleagues are behind him. 

● Please contact House leadership and explain why you think that these issues (and this bill) 

should be a priority for the legislature this term.  

Thank you for your consideration and all you do in the legislature. 

TEMPLATE FOR EMAIL: SENATE 

I am writing to ask that you help move the Great Neighborhoods legislation so that we can finally reform 

our zoning, planning and subdivision laws.  As you know, the Senate passed such a bill in June 2016 and 

the House took no action.   

Majority Leader Harriette Chandler has re-filed that bill, “An Act promoting housing and sustainable 

development” (Senate 81). I support that approach and also the bill filed by Representatives Stephen 

Kulik and Sarah Peake (House 2420, and titled “Building for the future of the Commonwealth”).  I want 

the bill to move this year so that both chambers can pass a landmark Great Neighborhoods bill. 

We need communities that work for families and seniors.  Communities where young families and 

seniors have housing choices, places that are walkable and that preserve open space.  This bill will 

support great neighborhoods like that by reforming our zoning, planning and subdivision laws.  

I know that every year the legislature must choose what issues are priorities.  These issues are urgent.  

Every day, the high cost of housing is hurting young people we need for our economy and making it hard 

for seniors to stay in their homes and neighborhoods.  Every day, sprawl is eating up our land and 

adding more cars to the roads.  Please make these issues a priority for you and the legislature!  

If you agree with me, I’m asking that you contact Senator Michael Moore, Senate chair of the Joint 

Committee on Municipalities and Regional Government, and Senator Julian Cyr, Senate Chair of the Joint 

Committee on Community Development and Small Businesses.  Please tell each of them that these 

issues (and this bill) is a priority for you.  It will help them to know that colleagues support action on 

these key issues.     

Thank you for your consideration and all you do in the legislature. 


